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MARK xv. 37. 


us cried with a loud Voice, and gave 8 4 
7 the Ghoſh, _ 1 " 


XXXXILL the Sufferings, Troubles, and Af- 
K 4, K flictions of our Saviour's Life, ſerved to 
Xx X make him an experienced Phyſician and 
XXXX Prieft of his People; and to this End he 
underwent all Pains and Sorrows, and waded 
through all the heavieſt Oppreſſions and Tempta- 
tions, that he might fee] how near they touch a 
weak Soul, how deep they pierce and wound, and 
how bitter and fad they make every human Crea- 
ture's Life. To prove this truly, it became ne- 
ceſſary that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be lower than 
the Angels, and take on him a Nature inferior to 
theirs, that being made capable of ſuffering Death, 
and of enduring all Afflictions, he might be a ſuit- 
able Perſon for all in Diſtreſs to apply to, and who, 
from a Feeling of their Infirmities, might pity them 
when they were tempted. e 

So long then the Redeemer lived in his low incar- 
nate State in the World, till from the Infant to the 
State of Manhood he had paſſed through and felt all 
Miſery, Sickneſs, Pain, and Temptation, he well 
knew what Poverty was, and learned dearly what it 
is to be weak, a Stranger in a Land, an Exile; to 
be friendleſs, an Orphan, hated, flandered, and, 
above all, the Mark and Butt of all the Envy and 
Spleen of the evil Spirits. He above all gthers, by 

myo Eminence, deſerved that Character, 4A Man' 

of Sorrows and acquainted with Griefs, He was ſmitten . 
_ A2 - and 


2 74" 1 
anqd᷑ afflicted of God. Satan made War with him. 


is own People received him not. We hid our Faces 


Fm him. He was the Scorn of Mtn and the Outcaſt of 


5 he People. But, as Lhinted before, this qualified the 
i: Son of Manito be a fuitable Perfon for his high Place 
in the Church of God, and for the Office with which 
he was now inveſted, namely, to be the Saviour of 
the loſt World, the Phyſieian of his ſick and diſtem- 
pered People, and the Healer of the Nations; for 
now the pooreſt and moſt wretched Object can ap- 
proach to him with Hope, and with all Propriety uſe 
that old but ſweet and expreſſive Prayer, Have Mer- 
ey upon me, thou Son of David, thou Son of Man, 
_ thou. afflicted and tempted: Jeſus, who knows, by 
long and bitter Experience, what a ſad Eſtate I am 
in help-me,, and laye me out of. 
But though our dear Saviour's whole Life-time — 
was one Scene of Hardſhips, Troubles and Grief, it 
ſeemed. as if the moſt heavy Part remained till laſt ; 
and as his Life drew near to an End, the bittereſt 
Dregs of the Cup of the Lord's Right-hand were re- 
ſerved to be poured out upon him in Body and Soul, 
and this extorted from him the ſtrong Cries and 
Tears, which ſhall be the Subject of our preſent 
Meditation. | 7 4 = 
And firſt, it would not be amiſs to obſerve how 
filent the Lamb; behaved during his troubleſome 
Warfare, till he came to die. Very little is ſaid of 
him till he was driven out into the Wilderneſs to be 
tempted ; he ſeemed to have choſen to eat his Bread 
of Affliction in ſecret, and as a Sparrow he ſat alone, 
and mourned like a Dove in the Wilderneſs, when 
he mingled his Drink with Weeping, and when in 
the Day-time and in the Night-ſeaſon his Soul had 
no Reſt. 1 : 
TT TOS | The 


Tue Miſeries of the ſhort Space of his Miniſtry 
are mentioned in ſome Meaſure in the Goſpel; but 
it is remarkable, no Ingratitude ſhewn him, no 


Shame, Blaſphemies of the Multitude, Fears, or 


Blows made him complain. No, he bore all with 


aà divine and inimitable Patience; and even when He-. 


rod and his Guards ſet him at nought, and his reve- 
rend Head was buffeted and beaten through: the 
Hall, and his innocent Face covered with Shame and 


pittle, his Hair and Beard torn off, and he mocked 
and derided in the moſt barbarous Manner, it did not 


force from him a Word. Nothing betrayed in hima 
Sorrow that he had undertaken the Work; no Ex- 


preſſion or Look ſhewed he repented, or that he 
wanted to be releaſed out of ſuch cruel Hands. He 


was as a deaf Man, and as one in'whoſe Mouth are no 
Reproofs, when falſe Witneſſes laid to his Charge 
Things that he knew not; nor could the Menaces 
and Threatnings of his Judges, the Rage of the 
Prieſts, nor falſe Charge of the People make him 
break his Lamb- like Silence. Who can tell what he 
ſuſtained when they ſtripped and ſcourged him? 
Who knows, or can think, what he felt when they - 
put the Crown of Thorns on his Head, and laid on 
him with their Hands and with Staves? Or who can 
form an Idea of the Smart and Anguiſh he bore 
when the Croſs was laid upon his ſore and raw Back, 
and he was led out like a Robber to die? But could 
a Man be able to gueſs at his bodily Pain, yet who 
in Heaven or Earth can judge what his righteous: 
Soul felt from the Wrath above, and from Hell be- 
neath? Let him feel what he would, and bear all 
Men and Devils could lay upon him, he held his 
Peace, and anſwered not a Word. _Inward Sighs, 
Tears, and Drops of Sweat and Blood innumerable: 
flowed from him, but he did not lift up his Voice, nor 
was his Cry heard in the Streets. | 
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did Jeſus Chriſt ; he ſpread his Hands upon the Al- 


CY 


161 


- Ocome hither, ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, and 1 the 


King with the Crown wherewith he was crowned in the 


Day 5 his Eſp _ Behold how glorious the King of Iſ- 
ws locked, in the Day when he went out of the Gate of 
Jeruſalem, dumb as a Sheep before his Shearer, and as a 

Lamb led to the Slaughter. He anſwered not before the 


Judges, becauſe he knew we were guilty: He com- 


plained not, or dropped the leaſt murmuring Word, 
that we might ſee how willingly and contentedly he 3 
ſuffered all our Chaſtiſement, and did not think the 
ſharpeſt Grief or moſt cruel Scroke too much to eaſe 
us, and fave us from Hell. 

But when they had ſtripped him 202in, and nailed 
him upon the Croſs high in the Air, he who had fo. 
long kept Silence with Pain and Miſery, at laſt ſpake 
with his Tongue. Liſten all ye Iles, and hearken 
all ye Nations, what the Lord God will ay. 


And he cried and ſaid, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they 4. | 
This ſeems to bavs been the fit Cry Jeſus made 


from the Croſs; and as he had now entered his high- 


8 Office, his pale and wan Skin was his white 
phod, his Wounds, his black and blue Places, the 
Wheals and Furrows of the Laſhes, the Scratches 


of the Crown of Thorns, and Blood ſtreaming and 


dropping upon all his aching and ſtrained Members, 
was the embroidered Robe; his reeking Nail-prints-- 


were for a Cenſer, out of which aſcended the tweet- 


eſt Smoke and the moſt pleaſant Savour that ever 


came up before God's Throne. Juſt as the Prieſts of 


the Law ſpread their Hands towards Heaven when 
they burned Incenſe or offered Sacrifices, and (while 
their Spices and Gums perfumed the Mercy- ſeat) 
made their Supplication for the Children of 1/-ael, ſo 


tar 
* * 
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[7 ] 
tar of the Croſs and offered his own innocent, and 
- Now cut and mangled Fleſh in the room of Sinners, 
„ and made his almighty and prevailing Interceſſion, 
which he began thus, My Father, forgive them. Mo- 
ſes was eſteemed the meekeſt Man, but his Patience 
was often tried, ſo that he ſpake once unadviſedl 
with his Lips. And Elias, the good Man of God, 
made Interceſſion againſt 7rael in his Anger. David 
=» allo, the moſt lively and bright Figure of the King of 
Kings, in his haſle prayed againſt his Adverſaries. 
But though Jeſus had all the Wrong done to him 
which could be invented, and though he was hang- 
ing in the moſt ſhameful Spot, upon Calvary, the 
Place of Execution of Murderers, Rebels, and Blaſ- 
phemers, the very Gate of Hell, and though all were 
deriding, tempting, teazing, and provoking him 
round about with bitter Reproaches, and preſump- 
tuous Mockings and Jeers; though they had put him 
in the middle of two Thieves, that all who looked 
on ſhould reckon him the greateſt; yea, though the 
very Thieves themſelves were reflecting upon him, 
oh ews and Gentiles, Princes and the Mob, the 
Prieſts and People, all were adding to his Sorrow, 
and, as it were, trying to make him angry, he did 
not ceaſe to be the ſame gracious Lord, but loved 
with everlaſting Love, and the moſt they could 
hear from him was, Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do. . 
All they did, proved how far Satan had deceived 
the World, and made appear what a blind and har- 
dened State the natural State is. The whole Com- 
pany thought they were ſerving God, and Zeal for 
their Religion, as they thought, prompted them on 
to crucify and blaſpheme their true King. Jeſus 
knew who was at the Head of all, and that his own 
Enemy had done it, and therefore prayed for his Per- 
. eee, 


« 5 > 4% 


4 


8 ab * A eddie a end a6 Q 1 * 8 1 N — 5 OY at * ** 4 "ow | * 
o 7 uh * 7 n X 4 * a pd . 1 1 8 be & 7 * * K 
P 1 
* wv 
Y 
% 
- * 
1 { 
— 


Fecutors, and endured the Contradiction of Sinners 
againſt himſelf. He had before prayed for his Apo- 


ſtles and Diſciples, but now he prays for his Ene- 


mies, for the Drunkards and Whoremongers, for 
the Thieves, Robbers, and Extortioners, for the Ir- 
religious and Infidels, for Perſecutors and Profane, 
and for all Sinners whoſe Crimes and evil Deeds tore 


and oppreſſed him. For the Sins of the Unchaſte arid _ 
Luſtful he was expoſed naked and aſhamed before 


all the World, and before his own Mother, and the 
other chaſte Women who followed him. O come, 
ye lecherous and defiled Men and Women, and ſee 


what ye have done to our Saviour! ye Drunkards, 


vou have mingled for him the Wine, the Worm- 
wood, and the Gall! ye Proud, ye have trod him 


under Feet, and abaſed him as a Worm and no Man, 


4% 


ye have ftripped him and made him aſhamed! ye 


njuſt, ye have nailed his guiltleſs Hands with ſuch 


piercing Pain to the Tree! ye Wanton, ye have 
made Sport at him! and ye Deſpiſers'of Godlineſs, 
ye have ſet him at nought and mocked him in a pur- 
ple Robe] Fe Senſualiſts, ye have made his Grief in- 
talerable, ye have made him faſt and ſuffer Want! 


: EET for you he cried out and wept Rivers of 


Waters! ye Eaſy and Unconcerned, hear what he 
ſays to you, Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by; be- 
Hold and ſee if there be any Sorrow like to my Sorrow 


awherewith the Lord has alflicted me in the Day of his 


Td Anger? How juſtly might he have ſaid to all in 


s Diſpleaſure, Depart from me; or left the World, 


wicked and ſtupid as it was, to have ſuffered its full 
Puniſhment unpitied? How might he have ſpared 
Himſelf the Trouble of ſuffering and dying for fo 
hardened and rebellious a Generation as he ſoreſaw 
and foreknew we ſhould be? or at leaſt left unhelp- 

ed and accurſed all ſuch as a aa. 4 
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bins but by their Sins/erucify him and put bim to an 


open Shame? O, Love, pure, free, diſtinguiſhing 


and fovercign Hoye would not permit him to do this, 


| love; themſelves; and amidſt the Height of their Re- 


vilings and Barbarity, in the keeneſt of his Tor- 
ments, and: when moſt vexed and tempted, he be- 
came their Interceſfor, and got in between the Of- 
fended and the Offenders: the got between Heaven 


ww 


and Earth, as it were, to meet the Storm, and take 
the Blow from his poor Children: He ſtood in the 


Gap to turn away the Wrath, and became their Advo- 
cate with ſuch ſtrong Cries and Tears, that he prevail- 
ediand gained their Cauſe: He made Peace, and ob- 
tained their Pardon of his heavenly Father. God had 


once ſpoken to his Servant Moſes, to get out from 


among the People, that he might deſtroy them in a 


Moment, becauſe of their Murmurings againſt his 


Prophet; and often, notwithſtanding the tender In- 
terceſſions of doſes, his Judgments overtook the Un- 
believing, and ſome fell by Earthquakes, by Ser- 
pents, by the Enemy, by the Plague, by Fire, Sc. 


| * this great Day's Sins and crying Rebellions 


ſhould have ftirred the Divine Wrath, Jeſus prays 
for them with ſuch Vehemency, and with ſuch irre- 
ſiſtible Force; every beating Pulſe, every Feature, 
Look and Groan ſpoke for them in the Kyes of the 


9 o 


Lord, and every. gaping Wound was like fo may 


open Mouths ſuing and entreating for Mercy, ti 


he had obtained Mercy, even eternal Redemption 


mem. 


| FCC "44 
This Cry of our Saviour is yet the Language of 


his Heart above, and though uttered now ſo many. 


hundred Years ago, is of the ſame Force and Effect 


this Moment in the Preſence of God, as if bis Son 


Words. 
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Words. His Blood {peaks fill for us; and when we 


pray to be forgiven, it is only Hke the Eeho of our 


Saviour Prayer. When we can't ſpeak, or don't 
know what to aſk, that ſpeaks for us, and aſks all 


| we want, My Father, forgive them: For let our Caſe 
be what it will, or let it appear in ſuch a Light as it 


pleaſe to our View, we need Forgiveneſs, Forgive- 


neſs alone: We need this every Minute, every Mo- 
ment, and to our laſt Breath. Whoever is taught of 
God his own ſad Eſtate, feels it thus, and his con- 


ſtant Hunger and Thirſt is for Forgiveneſs, his dai- 
ly and houtly'Cry-is, My Father, forgive me; > - 


This then is the high-prieftlyPrayer and general 
Interceſſion of our Chief- prient and Brſhop Jeſus; and 


by Means: of which 3 Pardon of a guilty 
World was metited, and by Means of which We are 
berg debe and ſaved for ever. We ROD 


1 17 40 3 197 L. 


"The far Tin our © Gate ſpoke Fol the Croſs 


Was to his diſconſolate and afflicted Virgin-Mother, 


John. MA hen Jeſus therefore ſaw his Mather and 
Uple Handling by whom be loved, he ſaith unto his 


 Mhther, Behyla thy Son, and 15 the" Diſciple, Behold: thy 


Moher. einne nie 

It has been ſeldom taken aintf of Friends and'de- 
parting Relations or Parents, if in their dying Ago- 
nies they have neglected to ſpeak to thoſe who ſtood 


188 5180 141 


by, or not anſwered them, or ſpoke a Word to their 


moſt tender Aequaintance or deareſt Friend; and 


had not our Saviour ſaid anything, but continued to 
ſigh and languiſh in his deepeſt Sadneſs and Suffer- 
ings, one ſhould: have thought it no Wonder, nor 


eſteemed it a Proof of his cold Affection toi his 


Friends: But though there was no Sorrow like to his 
Sorrow, and though the Devils were round him like 


Dogs and Bulls en __ Side, though r 
dien ; as * 


Body was on the Rack, and his Soul ſinking under 
the Weight of all Mens Sins, and pained with the 
Sting of Death and Hell, he could not forget his 


People; he ſaw his beloved Mother's Tears, and it 


touched him, therefore he ſpoke to her and ſaid, Be- 


Hold thy Son': As if he would have ſaid, O weep not, 
 Fobnſhall be to thee a Son, and ſhall be in my Place 
to thee; lock upon him henceforth as thy. Child, 


and love him as thou haſt loved me; he ſhall be a 
Comfort to thee in thy old Age, and ſhall be in my 
ſtead when for a little while thou ſhalt ſee me no 

-more. It has been often obſerved, that though our 
dear Saviour loved the bleſſed Virgin, and choſe her 
before all the Virgins on Earth to be his Mother, yet 


he always called her Woman, and never Mother, Eli- 


zabeth, when ſhe was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 


calls her the Mother of my Lord. The Diſciples and 


Evangeliſts alſo. called her the Lord's Mother, but Je- 
ſus did not; and herein our Saviour meant not Diſ- 
reſpec, or Coldneſs, or want of a filial Affection to 


the beſt of Mothers, for Jeſus loved her eternally, 
and without doubt ſhe is now with her God and Son 


in his Throne in Heaven, and all Generations ſhall 
call her bleſſed: But he knew how in Years to come 
the Enemy would work, and would, under Pretence 
of Religion, aſeribe that to her which was only due 
to her Son; or leſt, through Weakneſs, his Diſci- | 
ples ſhould eſteem her a Goddeſs, and worſhip and 


pray to her, and ſo rob the Redeemerof his juſt Honour 


and Praiſe; therefore Jeſus called her always Wo- 
man. She was indeed a Woman and a Sinner, and 


needed God to be her Saviour, as ſhe expreſſes it in 


her Song. Beſides, it was needful for our Saviour to 
call his Mother Woman, that we might depend upon 
it, and be thoroughly perſuaded that he was the Seed 
of a Woman. Let us therefore eſteem her bleſſed 
E | . B 2 | above 


lu! 
above Women, in that God did not abhor her Womb, 
but humbled himſelf to be Fleſh of her Fleſh and 
Bone of her Bone, and in that Body he took of her 
he ſaved us to all Eternity; but then let us know at 
the ſame time ſhe is what the Lord called her, a Wo- 
man, a Siſter, a Fellow-Inheritor with the Saints, 


and ſaved and bleſſed through her Faith in Chriſt as 


we are. When a certain Woman had heard our Sa- 
viour preach in the Days of his Fleſh, ſhe cried out, 
Bluſſed is the Womb: that bare thee, and the Paps that gave 
thee Suck: As if ſhe' would have faid, Bleſſed is the 
Mother of ſuch a Child. But Jeſus anſwered, Yea 
rather bleſſed are they that hear the Mord of God and keep 
zt. Hence we may learn, that the Virgin's keeping 
his. Word, her great Faith and Truſt in him, was 
more than her bearing Chriſt into the Worlc. 
So much ſeemed neceſſary to ſay on this Head, be- 
cauſe our Lord ſaid to his Mother, Woman, behold thy 
Son. But after he had comforted her that bare him in 


this manner, he looked upon John, and ſaid to him, 


Behold thy Mother: As if he would have ſaid, Be to 
her what I have been, comfort her and love her for 

my Sake; be thou loving and tender of her, and let 
her love and be tender of thee. This was the Re- 
newal of his new Commandment, Love one another. 


Our Saviour did not intend this meerly for theſe 


two Saints, he meant it for all his whole Church, and 
would have us learn, that that was ſtill uppermoſt in 
his Breaſt, and on his Heart from everlaſting, to love 
us; and no Torments, Hell, nor Death, tho' they 
came like Floods upon him, could make him forget 
us. He thought upon us when in the travail of his 
Soul, and bid us love one another from his Croſs. 
Our Saviour intended his Elect ſnould be one Fami- 
ly even upon Earth, and therefore ſaid, Voman, be- 
bald thy don; Son, behold thy Mother, Younger _ 
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rents; the Aged ſhould help, adviſe, and love chem 
as den? Children, and remember, we are one Man's 


tus 


ſlians ſhould reverence and efttem-the Aged as 


Sons, we are Brethren, and dave no Father upon 
Earth but one Father which is ii Heaven; and the 
very Mark and Badge of our Diſcipleſhip among 
Men muſt not be our Order, Diſcipline, or ſound 
Profeſſion, though all theſe are good and Praiſe- wor- 


thy, but by this jhall all Mem know thut ye are my Diſci- 


les, ſays our bleſſed Maſter, becauſe ye love one another. 
John ſays, He that Irveth not his Brother, is not of God. © 
There is a real and ſolid Pruth in this Doctrine, 
N are Brethren. All the Ties of Conſanguinity, 
Friendſhip, and being of one Country, Stock, or 


Family, are by far leſs binding than the being dapti- 
zed by our Saviour into one Spirit. It cannot be o- 


therwiſe; where true Chriſtianity is, there is laſting, 


everlaſting Love. Nor is the Love of the Childten 


of God mingled with that Painfulneſs which always 
accompanies carnal Love, nor is it ſullied with Luft, 
or forced by a good Education, or kept up and main- 
tained with temporal Views; but it is the immediate 
Work of God, and a Spark of the Flame wherein 
Jeſus offered up himſelf. The Love of Chriſt con- 


ſtirains us, and this Love to one another is not con- 


fined to ſuch as are converted alone, but is extended 


to all Mankind, to our Enemies and Perſecutors, 


but is eſpecially and reciprocally felt and Known: xd 
the Houſhold of Faith. 

. love even to Death, and whenever a Com- 

pany of Believers are together, the Heathen World 

be conſtrained to 'confeſs, OO how theſe 


| Chriſlians love one another! way 


The third Time af our Saviour! s Heading from 


the Croſs was. to one of the Malefactors, who was 
awakened 


"wy 


PO DET at the Interceſſion of the Lord, and on 


whom God immediately anſwered his Son's Prayer, 
Itſhould feem by.vrhat St. Matthew and Mark write, 


that this Man had joined the Blaſphemers in the Be- 


inning to revile Chriſt They that were crucified with 
Lo alſo reviled him. He doubtleſs: had been a noto- 
rious Rogue, and guilty of the blackeſt Crimes, 
which had brought him to that ſhameful and pain- 
ful End; but the vileſt and moſt abandoned appear 
generally ſerious when they are going to die, and 


feem then afraid and concerned; and this ſhould 
have been expected from theſe 2 who knew 


before the Sun was down they ſhould be in Eternity; 
but they behaved as if both had been poſſeſſed of the 


Devil: They ſeemed inſenſible of their Danger, and 
though they ſtood at the very Verge and Brink of 


Hell, mocked an innocent Perſon who had done no- 
thing againſt them, and ſaid, ove nnd and us, if 


 thau be the Son-of God. 


+ Jeſus heard and ſaw: ch ds an a . . 
2 Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors between 


whom he was hanging, and with whom he was 
numbered. He loved Sinners, and bad the chief of 


them at his Right - hand and at his Left; and though 
they were as Brands already in the Burning, he pi- 
tied them, and ſaid, My Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. Immediately one has his Heart 
touched by the bi inger of God, a divine Work is at 


once effected, he believes in Jesus, and blames his 


Fellow-Robber for reproaching him. This is the 
tender Fruit of Repentance. He found himſelf to 
blame, and wanted to convince others of their Miſ- 


take too, that they might not add Sin to Sin, and 
| then, methinks I ſee him, turning (with a tremb- 


ling and guilty Look) to Jeſus, ſaying, Lord, remem- 


ber me when thay comeft into thy Kingdem. * who be- 


fore 


ü 15 by 
* derided the Lamb, now calls him Lord, and begs 
to be remembered by him when he was entered into 
his Kingdom. Our dear Saviour was always poor 
and mean in the World, hut neyer did it ſeem more 


unlikely that he had a Kingdom than now. His Diſ- 


ciples, who before had ventured to believe he was a 
Nagy! now ſadly doubted, and were ory at ſee- 
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in the Holy Ghoſt appeared — Bowe and the 7 
Lord made bare his Arm. The dying Felon ſees ber 


fide him a poor afflicted Few, a friendleſs and unpi- 
tied Man, reproached, plagued and upbraided as an 
Impoſter on every Side; he bears his Groans and 


Sighs, ſees his Bonds and Weakneſs, and yet prays 


to him as to his Lord, and begs a Part in his King- 
dom. This was a true Faith, this was believing in- 
deed, and thisjuſtified the Ungodly :' Jeſus did not 
let it paſs unminded, or anſwer him with Anger, and 
put him in mind, that as he had ſerved Satan and the 
God of this World, he ſhould periſh with him; nor 
did he reflect upon his paſt cruel and hardened Beha- 
viour, but at once receives the loſt Sheep, embraces 
the returning Prodigal, and anſwets him, Lo- day halt 


thou be with me in Paradiſe ße. He did not only forgive 


him; but honoured him more than ever a Saint or 
Martyr was honoured, he took him with him into 


his Paradiſe; he e one of the Eirſt- fruits of his 


painful Death, who was ſayed as a Prey out of the 
Teeth of the Lian. All the Angels and bleſſed Spi- 
rits, who had waited from Abel, law, as the Redee- 
mer expired, he took hold on the Soul of a guilty 
Malefactor, and from the Gate of- Hell led him in 
merciful Triumph into the Gate of Heaven. No 
one can venture to ſay this Man's good Works ſaved. 
him, for he never did any, and was ready to petit 


when free Mercy, found him out. He was ſuffering 
Death 


* — 


11 


1 a Death ld Ki Than; and: perhaps Murder, and 
| was going into the ſecond Death for Infidelity, and 


—  tramipling under Foot the Blood: of the Son of God, 

when Jeſus ſnatched him out of the Burning, as he 
waded through the Pangs of Hell, and made him a 
Pillar and Monument of Mercy in his Temple for all 
Generations. He pardoned him openly, that by that 
Inſtanee of free Ge he might chaſe away Deſpair 


from all who wanted to be ſaved, and that he might 


make the worſt an chiefeſt Snare: learn, that he 
can fave even to the uttermoſt, that this Man recei- 
veth Sinners. O ſee this Pattern of Mercy, ye an- 
eient and grey- headed Men, who are to the 
Grave with your Bones full of the Sins of your 
Youth ! Come to this dying Lamb; call upon him, 
Tord, remember me and you ſhall find Mercy 
through this Thief's s Mercy. V poor Slaves of 
Luſt and Wine, ye Thieves, Whoremongers; and 
Whores, look upon the Redeemer, and pray him 
to remember you. Though you have reviled and 
flighted him, and by your bb nate ſinning ſet him 
at nought and put him to Grief, repent and look 
to him as the Thief did, and you i-caſte and 
fee how gracious the Lord is. 
This Mercy of Mercies was en FI els. 
and ſhewn on one fo abominably vile and undeſer- 


ving, as I have before ſaid, that Jeſus might ſave us 


from deſpairing, and make an eternal Impreſſion up- 
on our Hearts of his Love and Willingneſs to ſave 

0 Sinners. What greater Sinner could there be, and 
what greater Mercy could have been obtained ? 
Lord, * ith this Mercy upon myſelf, and all that 
bear me; when I die, as any laſt Hour approaches, 
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Tune fourth Cry of the Son of God was, I thin. 


The Soldiers thought naturally that his Mouth was 


parched up with Drought, becauſe of his Pain and 
Sighing, and therefore they filled a Spunge with Vi- 
negar or ſour Wine mingled, with Myrrh, and offer- 
ed it to him, but he refuſed to drink it. He had ſaid 


in his laſt Supper, when he gave about the Cup to 


his Diſciples, I will: drink no more f the Fruit of the 
Vine, till I drin it new. in the Kingdom. It was not 
therefore Wine he thirſted for, nor did he receive for 
his faint Spirits any Comfort from beneath. Had he 
thirſted to taxe Revenge on thoſe who were his Be- 


trayers and Murderers, how eaſily might he have 


called for Fire from Heaven as Elias did, and con- 


ſumed them all, or cauſed the Earth to open, as Ae 
ſes had done to Corah and his R and made 


them ſink down into the bottomleſs Pit? At his 


Word the Deſtroying-Angel would have ſmitten all 


with Plagues, and left no Soul alive; but that was 
not his Mind. Ale came not t0'de/iroy Men's Lives, but 
to ſave them, and had no Pleaſure in the Death of a Sin- 
ner; but his Thirſt was to haye them ſaved. He 
longed for this more than David had done once for 
the Waters of the Well in Bethlehem, and languiſh- 
ed, waiting for the long - wiſned- for Hour, when all 


Souls ſhould be given into his Hands. He knew the 
Time drew near a- pace, and his Thirſt was keener 
and more fervent and ſharp than ever, when in 


2 and equitable Judgment the World ſhould 
be declared his purchaſed Poſſeſſion, his Reward. If 


he had only thirſted for the new Wine of the King- 


dom, or longed to be again in Heaven in his former 
Glory, he could have called twelve Legions of An- 
gels at a Word, who would have conveyed him with 
— of Joy to his Throne in the twinkling of an 


Eye; but though, nd doubt, his wearied-out and 
e . 
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dried-up Body wanted Reſt, and his faint Soul pant- 
ed for Feace, and all within him longed to ſee the 
Baptiſm accompliſhed, yet he ſo loved his Church, 
that till her Ranſom was fully paid; her Bonds can- 
celled, and ſhe acquittedin the Judgment above, and 
paſt all Danger, he would not reſt, but continued to 


ttirſt with all his Heart and Soul, till he had obtain- 


ed her eternal Pardon, and got her out of the Jaws 
of the Lion, and out of the Hand of the Enemy. 
When he had once ſeen this accompliſhed, and he 
had betrothed her to himſelf in Righteouſneſs, (for 
this was the Day of bis Eſpouſals, and the Day of 
the Gladneſs of his Heart) then his divine Thirſt 
ſomewhat abated. He a 4. the Marel of bis Sou, 
and was ſatisfied. 

This Thirſt of Jeſs us kindles in rdevoit Souls Wine 
what of the ſame. As he looked after them with an 
inſatiable Longing, and defired with a great Defire 
to keep the eternal Paſſover with them, ſo they, 
when his loving and Janguiſhing Eyes have looked 
upon them, catch the pure Flame, and thirſt to be 
beloved by him, they long, and pant, and wiſh more 

to feel his Love within, and to drink of the 1 ir 
Blood which he ſhed, than can be deſcribed. Stay 
with Flaggons (is their Language) for I am fi — 

Lt him kiſs me vuith the Kiſſes of his Mouth, for bis Dos 

is better than Wine. This Thirſt of — he this Brea- 
thing of religious People, is from the ies, want 
of a Saviour and his Righteouſneſs; and this is not 
allayed till they have found him, ve then t ey drink 
rern 6 and their 2 is full. FOR ans ge 


dt nomine Cloud: grew thicker and | Mather; ihe 
Storm drew nearer, and thundered louder and loud- 
er over his Head: Hell made her laſt and fierceſt 
Attack, the Sword of the Lord pierced deep, and his 
2 28445 FO Judge 
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Judgments and Thunderbolts fell heavier than ever 
upon him; all the Dregs of the Cup of Wrath was 


nquy to be drank up, and when all was dark and hor- 


rible round about, and nothing was heard but the 
roaring of the Enemy, and the barbarous Rejoicings 
of thoſe Men who killed him, while it ſeemed to him 


as if the whole divine Preſence was withdrawn, and 


his dear heavenly Father had left his Soul in Hell; 
for he ſo truly and verily felt the Curſe, as if it had 
been Ae and indeed fo; then his Fleſh trembled 
becauſe of the Judgments, his Eyes failed with look 
ing upward; every Angel ſtood aloof, and his Heart 


failed, his Soul drew nigh to Hell, and all his Bones 


quaked, and ſhuddered with very Horror, Amaze and 
Torment. In this ad, this inconceivable ſad Condi- 
tion was the dying Lamb, when he roared out like 
one in the Deep of Deſpair, My God! my God! why. 
haſt thau forſaten me? O what did he feel, what did 
his Soul endure, when this lamentable and piercing 


Complaint was forced from him] the very Remem- 


brance and Repetition of this Cry makes the Blood in 


our Veins chill for very Awfulneſs; it ſtrixes with 
Shame and Confuſion 2 Believer, when they 


know with what Anguiſh, Gnaſhing of Teeth, and 
belliſh Torture Jeſus ſaved them out of the Lake; 
and hereby they get the trueſt Inſight of their wretch- 


ed Eſtate by Nature, as well as of their great Dan- 
ger out of vrhich it coſt the Almighty Son of God ſo 


much to reſcue them. Hereby alſo let us be com- 


forted, and comfort one another; for ſince Jeſus has 


experienced what a forſaken. Soul can feel, he will 
never leave nor forſake us, nor will he hide away his 
Face in Anger any more for ever. No, ſince he has 


endured our Hell, and felt the Sharpneſs of Death, 


we ſhall eſcape, and his Agonies, his painful Sttug- 
3J 2 Ln Wd. this 
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this his tertible Cry hall affrighten Satan and his An- 
gels, huſh our Souls and allay our Fears, that we may 
die without Fear. As ſoon as he had thus cried, he 
took to him all his Strength, and v:th his own hm 
Brought Salvation to him, and his Fury upheld him. He 
en to the dreadful Criſis, and at once ſprung 
into the Arms of Death and Hell, drank up the bit- 
ter Cup with Trembling and Aftoniſhment, taſted 
Death for every Man, ſwallowed'up the Curſe, and 
in a Moment tore away the Sting of Death, and 
broke down the Gates of Hell, making at once an 
eternal End of Sin and Wrath, and ſpoiling the evil 


Angels and Principalities of the Armour in which 


they truſted, cruſhing under his red- hot Feet the 
Serpent in his juſt Anger, and ſo caught his Bride 
out of his Service and Power, ſaving her with an 
everlaſting Salvation, the Sight of which gladdened 
all the attentive Angels, who looked down and faw 
the tremendous Combat, who all ſmiled again, and 
with new Songs, Love and Joy, crowded round 
their expiring Maſter, whoſe Praiſe, for the Blood 


of the Croſs, they ſounded inſtantly through all Hea- 


vens, and began the Honours to him which till this 
Moment he had not, ers „they worſhipped him 
for being ſlain. Mean while the Sun broke out, 


which had been eclipſed from twelve at Noon till 
now, when it was about three of the Clock, and Sa- 
ian retired like a Dragon to his Den, and left Jenn 


ro o depart in Fe more than aſs UE 


Now therefore Jeſus, knowing he had finiſhed his ; 
hard Work and Labour, and that all Things which 
had been written of him in the P/alms and in the Pro- 


phets had an End and were fulfilled, that the Juſtice 


of God was fully ſatisfied, that with Equity he had 
fayed the World, and bought his wy he n 
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ed his Kalb Cry, ſaying, Father, into thy Hands I com 
mend my Spirit. As if he would ſay, My dear hea- 
venly Father, who haſt ſo loved the "World that thou 
| haſt not ſpared me, but given me up to die for them, 
behold I have now finiſhed thy Work, I have de- 


ſtroyed the Enmity, and delivered thy poor People, 


now I come to thee, take my Spirit, and receive the 
| Soul of thy wearied Child again into thy Boſom. 


He: prayed: thus alſo to teach us how to depart, 


and into whoſe Hands to truſt our-Spirits when our 


Strength fails, and we come to our Death-Beds. As 
he gave up the Ghoſt into his Father's Hands, ſo we 


give up our Spirits into his Hands. He is all to us 


what the Father is to him; and'thus Stephen depart- 


ed, ſaying, Lord Feſus; receiue my Spirit So may we 


dies ſo may we with Confidence and Safety have free 
Acceſs and Liberty to fly to him at our Deaths, and 
depart in Peace through his Death, without taſting 


the Smart or Pain of that which i 1s Win ret + ge 


in his ws A for erermore 
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9655 now AP his wh Gy with a ſoa Voice, 


Fe: is finiſhed, and then bowed down his Head and gave 
up the Ghoſt. One ſhould have expected, after he 


had been ſo faint with bleeding, and ſo worn out with 


Pain and Travail, he ſhould have ſpoke low and 
weakly as he expired, but he cried with a loud Voice, 


that all in Heaven might hear it and ſing, and all the 
Spirits of the Faithful, from Abel, might now ſee the 


Day of the Lord and be glad. When this Cry was 
uttered upon Earth, no doubt, all the heavenly Hoſts 


ſhouted. for Joy, and ſung, Noto the 2 F the 
Earth are Raeume the e of the Lord, and 9 of * 
Chriſt. 
He cried 5 with a loud Voice that all Hell Sacks 
hear it, and retreat with — e loſt their 
| 5 E I ey, 
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Prey, their Power and Dominion over the Souls of 


Men, and all Right to reign over them for ever. 
But he cried with a loud Voice, that all Sinners 


might hear it, and know, that now the Redemption 


was finiſhed, an End put to the Curſe,” Satan's Head 
bruiſed, Death deſtroyed and ſpoiled, and its Sting 
taken away, the Keys of Hell and the Grave deli- 
vered into the Hands of Jeſus, the World redeem- 
ed, the Fountain of Sin and Uncleanneſs opened, 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in, Reconciliation 
made, Pardon obtained, Peace proclaimed, and the 
Gate of Heaven opened to all Believers.” All this and 


more is included in that Cry of our Saviour, It it f. 


niſbed. It implies all, whatever was promiſed in the 


Saviour is fulfilled, alf his Sorrows and Sufferings are 
over, his Trials are at an End; he has bought and 


redeemed his Church, and made his laſt Words an 
Anſwer to all their Prayers till the great Day. 


When he had uttered this Cry he bowed down bis 
Head, as if he would take one more Lock of his 


dear Diſciples and the World, which he had now 


purchaſed; and as if he would ſay to all, Come now 
near and let me kiſs you, and then his dear Soul de- 
parted, and he hung dead in the Air, like an Enſign 


for the Nations, according to the Scripture. 
Theſe loud Cries, Prayers, Lamentations, and 
dying Words of our Lord, are now fo-prevailing in 
Heaven, and by means of which all we pray is 
heard, and finds Acceptance before the Throne of 
God. When ye pray, therefore, plead the Pray- 


ers of Jeſus, and let the unutterable Sighs of your 
tempted, heavy, Sin- ſick, or grieved Souls, go up 
n the Smoke of his bloody Sacrifice, ſo ſhall ye ob- 


tain what ye ſeek, and ſucceed in all your happy 
Attempts for Mercy. May ye all prove the Power 


of the ſtrong Cries and Tears of this dear Lord Je. 


fus in Eternity. Amen] 
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EE on me Croſs wy 5 i hangs 5 
All red with guiltleſs Blood : 2 
Seven flowing Streams of purple Hue, 5 
Compoſe the dealing Flood. Hel 


2 Loaden with Wrath and all Men's s r, 
Seven Ties aloud he cry x 


Then knowing all Things 17 5 fulfills, | 
He bow'd his Head an od dy'd | 


3 And alt thay: bleed ſev? n Time for me? 85 
III weep each Day in ſev'n; | 
ri imitate thy bitter Cries, __ 
And ceaſeleſs BY to Heay'n. 


A Thy Fen i thy hi oh- orieftly Prayer rs. 5 . 


Before the Throne IA plead: 
O God, my Father, think on theſe, 
" They have Atonement made. 


5 For « ev” ry Week; Ang Sins, wi ; 25 25 
Which elſe would ſtrongly cry . 

For Vengeance; hear his Na] n laſt Words, bor 
Nor let the Sinner die. N 5 

6 Out of the Bottom of 755 ent 4, 


_ Tev'ry Cry repeat; „„ 
O et my hes, thro” his els Ps " 
Roden to * * Seat. ö 
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= | Fagive me, Father! Lard, futur! ea 
My miſ-ſpent Life I rue: 
IAA not know what once I . wa 
When L offended . BD 


8 Vouchlaſ me Nees to 1 on bee, 
As my own Father, God; 
And thou, behold thy Son, Rk take 
Me home to thy. / Abode. 


9 When my laſt Hours 2 and} 1. 
Am 5 0 hence to fees. 
| bo Thou Age k in * 


10 1 thirſt to 1 Spe in me, 


A Living-water- Spring: 


1 thirft, my bleeding Lord, to „ 
And midſt * Yirgins ſing. g 


11 1 + GM thy {Son 


Me by his bleeding bought: 5 05 . 15 : 


For 6 me 7 for Jeſu's lake, 
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12 th Soul into . Hands 
I᷑ fervently commend; | 
| Keep me ſecure in Jeſu 5 Tala, | 
And be a > $ Friend. _ 


N 


13 When my 1 0.3 ſhall come, | 30 5 


Let me depart in Peace; 
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